00 ABwe
o £ % == = PO .Box No. 70834, Kowloon Central Post Office, Kin., Hong Kong
=2 B > 'i; E ,%%%% . = 15 =I5 i—% ) Email: mission@abwemhk.org Website: http://www.abwemhk org
- ‘ u".ﬁf.%'ff « Hong Kong ABWE Mission Tel- (852)-3422-3350 Fax: (852)-2786-4786
A g g

0.._,‘0
Issue s
112 EAR SR RiE{E  Prayer Letter from the Desk of Barnabas

Mobile: (27)-732-711-461 Email: chungbarnabas@gmail.com PO _Box 2049, Westville, 3630, South Afnca/

G202 'wir¢’ AON

Dear prayer partners:

In the blink of an eye, our missionary career
has come to an end, and we are truly filled with
gratitude.

We thank the mission and the sending
church that helped organize our retirement

gathering on November 9th; we thank all the
mission committee members, pastors, deacons,
and brothers and sisters who attended; and we
thank those from overseas who specially
returned to congratulate us, giving us extra
blessings. We thank all the staff who prepared
the gathering and refreshments, making it a
joyful and successful event. About 100 people
attended, which truly overwhelmed us; we feel
incredibly fortunate to receive such love and
care from so many church members as
missionaries.




Thank you to All Nations Chorale for singing "My Faithful Thank you to the mission for designing this beautiful
Testimony." May the Lord continue to use the choir, raising souvenir in the colors of the South African flag!
more people to participate and proclaim the Lord's word -
through hymns, both locally and overseas, and to be
faithful witnesses to the Lord.

Thank you to Tin Yue Church and all members for the
gifts and loving contributions; they truly make us feel doubly
blessed.

Thank you for performing the praise dance "Everyone
Sees the Glory of the Lord." May the Lord continue to use it,
raising up more people to glorify God through praise dance.

(not all can be listed)




Thank you to Doby Ng, Chairperson of the Mission, Rev.
and Mrs. Kwan, Administrative Officer Winnie, all the mission
committee members, Pastor and Mrs. To from the sending
church, and Rev. and Mrs. Lee, family representatives, for this
wonderful gathering during a delicious and sumptuous
dinner. May all glory and praise be to the Lord of Missions—

our Heavenly Father!

We thank . Yeung, te first Chairan of the Mission,
for his unwavering care, guidance, and visits to our family. We
thank Ms. Ng, the current president, and all the mission
committee members for their tireless efforts in promoting the
mission's work and supporting us to this day. We thank Rev.
Au, the former volunteer General Secretary, for his regular
visits and support. We thank Rev. Kwan, the current General
Secretary, for leading short-term mission teams on numerous
occasions, even coming alone to provide support, individual
care and guidance, and providing assistance during furlough.

He has spared no effort in providing much support for our
ministry in South Africa.

We are grateful to all the past officers for their
administrative support, and especially to our current
Administrative Officer, Winnie, for her long-term
commitment and the numerous support services she has
provided, including the English translation of our 10th
anniversary publication and each issue's prayer letter.

Someone | knew went bankrupt after a single surgery in
South Africa. Therefore, we are grateful to the mission for
providing ample medical benefits, ensuring that we have no
shortage of funds for multiple hospitalizations, surgeries,
checkups, follow-up appointments, and long-term
medications, and that we are not in debt at all.

We express our gratitude to Pastor Tam and Ms. Kwok,
former pastors and staff members of Tin Yu Baptist Church,
and current staff members Pastor and Mrs. To, as well as all
the deacons, mission committee members, and members, for
sending short-term mission teams and visiting mission teams
to help with repairs, visits, and individual and family care.

We thank Brother Poon of Yuen Chou Baptist Church for
handling all the home renovation matters for us when we
were unable to stay in our public housing unit. We also thank
Mrs. Ng, Ms. Li, Mrs. Ding, and others for managing our
public housing unit while we were still serving in South Africa.



We are grateful to all the churches for their united
support in sending us out on missions, their care, their
prayers, their gifts of books, birthday presents, and their
offerings (for missionary expenses, children's education
funds, sponsoring team supplies, church purchases, disaster
relief funds, and pastoral hiring, etc.).

We are also grateful to the many churches that sent
short-term mission teams to South Africa, to support us,
organizing gospel camps, bible study camps, Bible study
classes, training courses, and special lectures, etc.

Thank you to Morrison Church for donating HK$200,000
to support recruiting the pastor for PCCC, allowing the
church's pastoral recruitment ministry to move forward
boldly.

Thank you to the many loving pastors, colleagues, and
members (not all can be listed) for their individual care,
donations, prayers, and help, accompanying us on this
nineteen-year journey through South Africa!

At my retirement gathering on 11 September, | briefly
shared my 19 years of missionary service with everyone from
the 3F perspective. Today, through this prayer letter, | share
again with all those who pray for us.

Over these nineteen years, | have experienced exhilarating
and fervent moments, including the following:

2006, | was jointly sent by representatives of various
churches to become the first missionary family of our
mission—a truly exhilarating and fervent experience. In
September, before departure, | spent the entire night clearing
and selling off stuff at my flat, returning it to the government.
On the night of departure, | was in complete disarray, unable



to even find the key to my suitcase, but seeing many fellow
believers come to see me off at the airport, and even Brother
Chan from Heng On Baptist Church, a retired policeman turned
airport security guard, escorting me through customs, was
truly exhilarating and fervent!

On the evening of 22 September, the day | arrived in
Durban, South Africa, | was already feeling low blood sugar
and wanted to go eat immediately after getting off the plane.
However, almost all the FBCSA colleagues were already there
at the airport pick-up point. They greeted me warmly and
then left. Considering that some of them had traveled more
than two hours round trip, | was deeply moved. After arriving
in Durban, the FBCSA colleagues had already prepared
accommodations for us, taken us to rent cars, and then took
us to the FBCSA retreat camp to celebrate with all the FBCSA
family members. They also helped us adapt, which was truly
inspiring and warmed my heart.

From 2007, FBCSA's Fellowship Baptist Church (FBC) lent
us its space, and we launched the "Heroic Ascent to the
Summit" interest class, attracting a large number of Chinese
people and members of Chinese churches. At the end of
2007, we were invited by Rev. Fang, a missionary from China
Christian Church who was eager to leave, to take over a
Chinese church (student center) that was using Musgrave
Methodist Church's facilities.

In 2008, we changed our name to Peace Chinese Christian
Church and established the Peace Chinese Soccer Team. We
have held numerous Gospel Camps and Bible study Camps;
offered nine guitar classes; and organized the PCCC Youth
Band.

The "7,000 Fellow Travelers Purchase Church" plan,
launched at the end of 2016, was blessed by God and
received an enthusiastic response. Fundraising reached its
target in less than a year, successfully enabling PCCC to
purchase a house.

In April 2022, the walls and gates were destroyed by
floods. Fundraising for the repair work and the repairs were
completed before my return to Hong Kong for furlough in
August of that year. ...

All these experiences were inspiring and ignite a burning
passion within me.

The second F stands for Fatigue, meaning spiritual

fatigue.

ESeSE 3F




Over the past 19 years, Peggy has suffered from anxiety,
high blood pressure, and COVID-19. Thankfully, Barnabas has
not contracted COVID-19, but due to mild thalassemia, | have
bone spurs all over the lower back and neck. One day of
training with the soccer team caused my back and bones to
ache for three days. | also suffered from glaucoma,
gallbladder removal, hearing loss, and sleep apnea.
Furthermore, in April 2024, Peggy'’s visa was rejected, forcing
her to voluntarily leave the country, making it impossible for
her to apply for a visa again. Thanks to the mission for
providing four flight tickets, Peggy was able to come and
support Barnabas. However, each time she could only enter
the country for 30 days with her Hong Kong SAR passport.
Barnabas gradually embarked on a solitary missionary
journey, initially thinking | could overcome loneliness. But he
increasingly felt powerless and spiritually exhausted. Seeing
no one to take over, the accumulated pressure led to him
developing moderate depression on Valentine's Day. Now,
Barnabas jokingly calls himself a "test-taking officer," and
upon returning to Hong Kong, he needs to undergo follow-
up appointments in ophthalmology, otolaryngology,
respiratory medicine, and psychiatry—he's involved in every
specialty. This series of ailments has left Barnabas spiritually
exhausted and unwilling to continue fighting.

The third F stands for Finished, meaning that it is
perfected by the Lord alone.
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Barnabas was spiritually exhausted and wanted to leave

the ministry, regardless of whether there was a successor. For
many years, Barnabas had persisted in moving forward his
initial vision—to establish a self-governing, self-supporting,
and self-propagating Chinese church—but now he truly felt
powerless. However, the Heavenly Father allowed Barnabas to
experience a miracle: through Rev. Lin, who preached on the
first occasion. He brought several families, and the Lord
prepared a successor for us among them—Pastor Simon Lin
and his wife Alice.
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Sirmon & Alice Lin
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Praise the Lord! The Lin couple, whom the Lord has
prepared, will do even greater things than we have: they both
have South African citizenship, work experience, abundant
resources, stable finances, and ample support from Taiwan
and their local community. They are bilingual enough to
conduct worship and preach in English. Pastor Lin has
experienced bankruptcy twice and considers money
worthless. To dedicate more energy to pastoring the church,
he willingly gave up a high-paying job, but his employer
retained him and even allowed him to handle church affairs
during working hours. He has a very strong testimony in the
workplace.

His wife, Alice, is an excellent cook, capable of teaching
cooking classes, and has an extensive network of
connections.

On the evening of 24 August, during the pastoral
handover and church autonomy thanksgiving service, she
even managed to get police officers to guard the church for
free, who refused any gifts.

That night, Chairman Kenny sent us a souvenir "Glory God

and Benefiting People”
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Unexpectedly, before we could cry, he cried first, and the | presented a gift “Shepherd the Lord’s sheep” to pastor

scene was touching, Lin.

The church had flowers to send us, and we immediately
gave them to Pastor Lin and his wife as a welcome.




Finally, everyone took a group photo, and the Jane, the deacon who came with her son, also presented
atmosphere was harmonious and joyful. Peggy, who had mentored her 18 years ago, with a gold
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bracelet.

Shortly after we left, the Chairman and his family returned
to Taiwan and will remain there until January of next year.
Under these circumstances, the church should have been
even more subdued, with even fewer people attending. But
God made great use of Pastor Lin and his wife, along with
Sasska, the hymn group leader, Richard, who was mainly
serving as the emcee, and Deacon Jane Chen, to change the
emcee's solo worship service to a group choir singing. They

also actively invited relatives and friends to attend, resulting
On 26 August, the day of departure. Rev. Darin Ishler,

Director of the Durban Field Council of ABWE (ABWE
Missionary in the US, who served at PCCC for a year),

in a remarkable attendance of over 20 people at the end of
October!

Chairman Kenny and his family, Richard and Sasska, who were
absent from the Autonomy Service due to illness, also took

time off to see us off at the airport and offer their blessings!
| = } m'i =

However, Pastor Lin and his wife will face many challenges.
His one-year theological training is severely insufficient,
coupled with their limited pastoral experience, immense



responsibilities, and the immense time constraints of ministry.

They desperately need everyone's prayers to support them!
Finally, Barnabas concluded by quoting a film he had
once seen, titled "My Steel Dad." The film tells the story of a
father carrying his son with cerebral palsy. They accomplished
the impossible challenge of a triathlon, which was truly

-

inspiring.

Barnabas’ injuries and exhaustion over the years are like
those of the son with cerebral palsy, yet he was guided by the
Almighty Father in Heaven to accomplish this impossible
task—establishing a self-governing, self-supporting, and self-
propagating Chinese church in South Africa. This miracle
could only be accomplished by the Lord!

Going forward, Peggy's mission is to assist her second
daughter in caring for their two grandchildren as needed, to
help her eldest daughter in Germany care for her
granddaughter, or to support her third daughter in Toronto.
Barnabas will be on furlough until the end of this year and
will take a long vacation in January. Afterwards, | need to
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recuperate and, as a retired missionary, will work as a
freelance preacher, assisting churches in need as a substitute
speaker upon invitation, until the Lord me a new commission.
| have already accepted invitations to preach at 17 churches
and on 18 Sundays next year. If any church is interested,
please contact me (94114667).

"The one who takes the bride is the bridegroom; and
the bridegroom'’s friends, standing there, rejoice at
the sound of his voice. Therefore, my joy is complete;
he shall increase, but | shall decrease." (John 3:29-30)
Just like John the Baptist, who served for many years,
now saw his followers turning to Jesus. He not only
didn't care about his diminished standing in people's
hearts, but showed joy and contentment!

Like John the Baptist, Barnabas is also about to step down
from the front lines and will also decline. This prayer letter is
the last one | will write to say goodbye to everyone. Seeing
the growth of the Tin Yue church, the mission, and PCCC,
which | helped build, fills me with satisfaction!

May God greatly prosper and ensure the peace and
prosperity of the Peace Chinese Christian Church! May God
greatly prosper the Hong Kong ABWE Mission!

May God greatly prosper the Tin Yue Baptist Church!



May God further prosper the supporting churches! May
God greatly bless the many members who care for and
support us!

May the Lord raise up more missionaries among those
who know us, to spread the gospel throughout the world,
and to establish and build churches!

Prayer requests

1. Thank the Lord! The PCCC Worship Team led worship with
unity. Preacher Lin recently used the minor prophets Jonah
and Nahum to bring many reminders to the congregation.
May the Lord continue to use them.

2. Thank the Lord! Barnabas has completed furlough sermons
to two-thirds (12 churches). After each service, he reunited
with the congregation for fellowship, which was very
heartwarming.

3. Thank the Lord! Seventeen churches invited him to be a
substitute speaker for 18 Sundays next year, ensuring that
Barnabas, while recuperating, will not be idle or neglect his
ministry.

. Thank the Lord! Over 100 people attended our retirement

gathering (November 9th). We are overwhelmed and may
the Lord bless all attendees.

. Thank God! Barnabas has been applying medication to his

athlete's foot for five weeks now, and believe it will be
completely cured soon.

. Thank God! Barnabas has retrieved three soccer balls after

losing one. After playing, he even walked upstairs for 10
stories back home. His exercise is making him stronger and
stronger.

. May the Lord bless our retirement life, and may the Lord

bless PCCC, the mission, Tin Yue, and all churches.
Peggy & Barnabas

If you want to support us, please draw check payable to “Hong Kong ABWE Mission Limited” and send to P. O. Box No. 70834, Kowloon Central
Post Office, Kowloon, Hong Kong or deposit cash in Bank of China (Hong Kong) account number 012-589-00017737, Faster Payment System- Bank
of China(Hong Kong): 161520218 or Hang Seng Bank: 369-439-153-883 and send or fax (fax number (852) 27864786) the deposit slip to Hong
Kong ABWE Mission (at the back of the check or deposit slip please write down to support missionaries: “Barnabas and Peggy Chung”). If you
would like to receive prayer letters or make enquires, place call (852) 34223350 or email to Hong Kong ABWE Mission at mission@abwemhk.org.
Thank you very much!  (Note: This account will terminate at the end of January next year)




