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Dear Prayer partners: 

In a blink of eyes, the time has come for Barnabas to deliver a 

sermon on Romans 8:31-39: 

 

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can 

be against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered 

Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all 

things? 33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who 

justifies. 34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and 

furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who 

also makes intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love 

of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written:37 Yet in all these 

things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.    

38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 

principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come,    

39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to 

separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Everyone finds this scripture very familiar and no further 

explanation is needed. I will only share one of the messages here: 

Eternal security 3I 。 1. Indestructible support; 2. Inseparable by 

sufferings; 3. Inseparable by powers。Thank God! God has given us 

eternal security 3I in Christ Jesus, From Romans 8:31-34, we know that 

God helps us. Paul used the word “who” three times to point out that 

no one can oppose us, accuse us, or condemn us, because God’s 

support is Indestructible! Paul also used seven kinds of difficult 

situations in Romans 8:35 to represent complete suffering. Each 

difficult situation relates to the word "or", which means that none of 

the sufferings can separate us from the love of Christ. Furthermore, 

Paul used ten types of power that control people (death and life, etc., 
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five pairs of relative powers) to represent all powers of time, space, and 

the spiritual world. He used ten “no matter” (nine were omitted in the 

King James version!) to emphasize that no matter which power it is, it 

cannot separate us from the love of the Lord! Thank and praise the 

Lord! We who are in the Lord are truly blessed, and we all have eternal 

security. 

The situation in South Africa

Thank God! The intermittent power shortages in South Africa 

were caused by procurement problems. The most efficient power 

stations had breakdowns, which led to load shedding. Fortunately, 

it was only short-lived. Recently, due to the deterioration of 

relations between the United States and South Africa, the 

economy has suffered another blow. The president also blamed 

white-people organizations for speaking ill of South Africa 

abroad, which has led to a poor internal atmosphere. South 

Africa will increase the VAT rate by 0.5 percentage points on 

May 1, and then increase it by another 0.5 percentage points to 

16% on April 1, 2026. The adjustment will raise an extra R42.5 

billion over the next two financial years, with the additional 

funds to fund key public services such as education, health and 

rail. South Africa's Treasury has increased VAT for the first time 

since 2018. To reduce the impact of the VAT increase on low-

income groups, the South African government has pledged to 

implement a series of buffer measures, including: the growth of 

social grants will be higher than the inflation rate; the list of foods 

exempt from VAT will be expanded; and fuel taxes will not be 

increased for one consecutive year. There are some other 

measures. May God help this country to improve the lives of the 

poor. The burden of living should be reduced so that too many 

people will not be forced to commit crimes. We also pray that the 

Lord will empower law enforcement agencies to improve public 

security in South Africa.  

Thank God! Kenny leads the Hillcrest Bible study group, and the 

6-8 people can attend regularly, share with each other, and encourage 

each other.  

Brother Shang and his wife have returned to their country, and 

Deaconess Jane and her husband Jason have given up the idea of 

bringing their children to South Africa for further studies. Brother Liu 

attends the Hillcrest Bible study 

group steadily.  

Elder Wu Wei, who was 

visiting Durban from the United 

States, delivered a sermon on the 

Christmas Service last year. He 

had a toothache and went to the 

emergency room of the hospital. 

Thank God! His sermon was very 

powerful! We had a 

barbecue together that 

day. Kenny's whole family 

came together. It was very 

lively! 
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 Thank God! Peggy was 

able to enter the country 

visa-free for about 30 days 

with her SAR passport and 

stayed with Barnabas for a 

month, which was especially 

important during the busiest 

Christmas season. We have 

not forgotten our former neighbors, and once again invited Natarsha 

and her new husband and their family of five to have lunch, and it was 

on Christmas eve (24/12). They have already regarded us as family.  

 Brother Zhang's wife and daughter came to visit again from China 

on Spring Festival. They also invited Barnabas on the evening of 28/1. 

I went to his house for the 

New Year's Eve dinner and 

watched them set off 

fireworks. 

The church made 

dumplings together 

during the Chinese New 

Year worship (2/2), 

chatting and having fun. 

 Thank God! On 

10/2 (Monday), Kathy led 

the American missionary 

candidate Barnosky and 

his family of four to visit 

us. The husband is in Hi-Tech support ministry, the wife is in medical 

ministry, and their two daughters are in elementary school. Pray that 

the Lord will grant them to come back soon to start their ministry. 

Thank God! The average attendance from October to December 

2024 was 11.2 people, an increase of 3.5% compared to July to 

September. However, from January to mid-March this year, it fell back 

to 9.1 people, a negative growth of 19%. However, it still increased by 

1% compared to January to March 2024. 

Thank God! Although Deacon David is about to step down, God 

has prepared Jane Chen to replace him. Working with Chairman Kenny 

Feng and Accountant Jane Guo, the roles have been arranged in 

advance at the 18/3 Deacon Meeting. Everyone is willing to work 
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together and will continue to actively serve the church after Barnabas 

retires. 

 The Durban 

Chinese Christian Church 

started to move to our 

church in January to 

share resources with us, 

and they always leave a 

lot of food for us. Except 

for the first Sunday when 

Kenny welcomed them 

on behalf of the church, 

there were no opportunities for joint worship on other days. However, 

due to the long distance and the long highway they passed through, 

which was under long-term reconstruction and often had to be 

diverted or blocked, they finally chose to return to their original place 

to gather starting in March. Barnabas became more familiar with them 

because he had to enter their mobile phone numbers to open the gate 

himself. Although the "dream" of merging the two churches is no 

longer possible and Barnabas has tried his best, the relationship has 

improved a lot.  

As their pastor, Pastor Chen, was back home for vacation, 

Barnabas was invited to serve at the Sunday services for seven 

consecutive Sundays from 30/3 to 11/5 this year. For Barnabas's sake, 

they specially changed the worship time from 2PM to 11AM. May the 

Lord use Barnabas to help them, and may the Lord give Barnabas 

spiritual and physical strength. The Sunday service starts with half an 

hour of travel, 11:00AM morning service, half an hour of return, 2-3PM 

rest, 3PM guitar class, 4:15PM hymn practice, 6PM evening service, and 

clean-up until 9PM. This is the biggest physical challenge Barnabas has 

faced over the years, and we desperately need your prayers! 

Thank you for praying so that Barnabas can have the physical 

strength to serve. However, due to excessive stress and long-term 

headaches, the doctor finally diagnosed me with depression on 

February 14 and I had to take medication for at least six months. The 

Lord has revealed His will through visas and health. Barnabas will not 

apply for a visa extension before furlough. On December 2nd, 

Barnabas and Peggy will return to the Field with their SAR passports 

for 30 days without a visa. They will make final arrangements for a 

month and then retire from South Africa. Pray that God take charge of 

all the handovers and arrangements. 

Thank God! Barnabas returned to Hong Kong for furlough and 

shared in 18 churches and gatherings. Please pray that the Lord would 

give Barnabas appropriate messages. 

Date Church Date Church 

  12/10 KFBC 

31/8 KSBC 19/10 WLBC  

7/9 TYBC 26/10 THBC 

13/9 (Sat.) AGBC 2/11 GEBC 

14/9 EBC-Jordon 9/11 LYBC(AM) 

Open sharing (Tin Yue) (PM) 

21/9 PGBC(AM) 

Harmony BC(PM) 

16/11 SOBC(AM) 

UCEBC(PM) 

28/9 HBC 23/11 Heritage BC 

5/10 CBC 30/11 GWBC 
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Thank God! Pastor Ben Lin, a former teacher at the Chong Hsin 

Theological Seminary, took time out from his busy schedule serving 

the church in 

Johannesburg to visit 

Durban on 19-23/2, to 

keep Barnabas company 

and had a lunch 

fellowship with Mr. and 

Mrs. Kenny. Pastor Ben 

Lin also encouraged all 

members with the 

sermon “I Thank God for 

You” on Sunday 23/1. 

Thank God for sending 

Pastor Kwan to support 

us for one month at the 

end of August, and 

Pastor Ben Lin to support us for three months at the end of September. 

May the Lord grant success to all their plans. 

Thank God! Together with God-loving Taiwanese brothers and 

sisters, Pastor Ben Lin visited us on 23/1. Amongst them, there was one 

of his former students at Chong Hsin Theological Seminary. May the 

Lord move them to be willing to devote themselves to this small 

Chinese community and join hands in building the church. There are 

two couples, one of whom may even become the successor to the 

pastorate. May the Lord prepare them. 

“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all 

these things will be given to you as well.” (Matthew 6:33) 

Thank God! I successfully entered South Africa on December 2 

last year. During the first week, I served Brother Shang and his wife 

who lived in the church. They closed their shop, sold their house and 

car, and stayed in the church for a week. Although I have to cook for 

them, I am very grateful to be able to spend some time with Mrs. Shang. 

Since I led her to Christ and get rid of idols, her faith has not been very 

strong. May the Lord lead the couple to continue to take root and grow 

in the church in China. 

Last year’s Christmas gathering was very special. In the past, 

Christmas was always the busiest time for the church members. 

Factories must rush to complete their work, shops have their peak 

income period of the year, and many people return home to visit their 

families. However, this Christmas, there were members from 

Johannesburg visiting, Elder Wu Wei from the United States preached, 

and members of the PCCC Family also actively participated. It was a 

happy Christmas gathering. May the Lord's gracious hand continue to 

bless the future of PCCC Family! 

 Thank God, the mission sympathized with our current situation 

and gave me the opportunity to travel between Hong Kong and 

Durban. I will travel to Durban to support Barnabas on March 28th, 

June 2nd, August 1st and December 2nd. My mission now also requires 

me to work hard to train my body so that my service can be better 

used by the Lord. Please remember our needs in your prayers. 
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If you want to support us, please draw check payable to “Hong Kong ABWE Mission Limited” and send to P. O. Box No. 70834, Kowloon Central 

Post Office, Kowloon, Hong Kong or deposit cash in Bank of China (Hong Kong) account number 012-589-00017737, Faster Payment System- Bank 

of China(Hong Kong): 161520218 or Hang Seng Bank：369-439-153-883 and send or fax (fax number (852) 27864786) the deposit slip to Hong 

Kong ABWE Mission (at the back of the check or deposit slip please write down to support missionaries: “Barnabas and Peggy Chung” or “SA 

Repair Project” (Abbr. “SA RP”). If you would like to receive prayer letters or make enquires, place call (852) 34223350 or email to Hong Kong 

ABWE Mission at mission@abwemhk.org. Thank you very much! 

Prayer requests 

1.  Thank God! Although the security situation in South 

Africa has not improved, we still have foreign visitors 

coming to visit us, which encourages us. 

2.  Thank God! We were able to share resources with 

the Durban Chinese Christian Church for two 

months, and our family bond in Christ has become 

stronger. Pray that the Lord will grant additional 

strength to allow Barnabas to serve at the pulpit 

seven times starting from the end of March. 

3.  Thank God for revealing His will through Peggy’s 

visa and Barnabas’s health, letting us know that it 

was almost time to retire. 

4.  Thank God! Barnabas will return to Hong Kong for 

furlough from 26/8 to 2/12. May the Lord give 

Barnabas a suitable message. 

5.  Barnabas will return to Durban for a month after  

 furlough (2/12) to make final arrangements, and  

 then withdraw from South Africa. Pray that God take  

 charge of all the handovers and arrangements. 

6. Thank God! During the furlough, Pastor Kwan will 

come to support for one month, and Pastor Ben Lin 

will come to support for three months. 

7. Please continue to pray 

for the succession of 

missionaries, and ask the 

Lord to prepare. 

 

Thank you for praying! 

Peggy & Barnabas 


